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5  JUl  1961 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Mailing. 

There  are  several  encouraging  features  in  this  Report,  chief 
among  them  being  the  fall  -which  has  taken  place  in  1960  in  the 
number  of  cancer  deaths.  This  fall  amounted  to  15,  a  reduction 
of  17  per  cent  on  last  year’s  total.  Although,  as  I  have  said, 
this  is  encouraging,  I  have  at  the  same  time  to  give  a  warning  that 
there  is  no  indication  that  this  is  necessarily  a  trend  which  will 
be  followed  in  the  future. 

An  important  aspect  of  this  reduction  is  that  the  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  has  fallen  by  one-third. 
I  would  hope  that  this  was  an  indication  of  effective  publicity  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  cigarette  smoking,  but  I  am  sure  this  is  not 
so  and  it  is  as  necessary  as  ever  to  bring  this  aspect  of  health 
education  to  the  attention  of  the  public. 

Another  most  encouraging  aspect  of  this  report  is  the  very 
considerable  increase  that  has  taken  place  in  the  number  of 
immunisations  carried  out  against  diphtheria;  in  1959  there  were 
365  primary  and  175  reinforcing  doses  given,  and  in  1960  there 
were  700  primary  and  337  reinforcing  doses. 

This  is  a  reversal  of  the  trend  which  was  causing  very  great 
concern.  I  hope  that  the  1960  figures  will  be  repeated  in  1961, 
and  that  we  will  once  again  be  able  to  say  that  the  margin  of  safety 
for  this  disease  in  Mailing  Rural  District  is  very  considerable. 

Yet  another  hopeful  feature  in  this  Report  is  the  small  number 
of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  only  7  being  notified  in  I960  as 
compared  with  20  in  1959,  This  may  well  be  the  result  of  the 
intensive  search  for  contacts  which  is  carried  out  following  the 
notification  of  cases,  I  have  detailed  in  the  body  of  this  Report 
the  amount  of  work  in  this  connection  done  in  1960.  No  fewer  than 
225  contacts  of  newly  notified  cases  were  examined  during  the  year, 
together  with  635  examinations  of  contacts  of  cases  notified  prior 
to  1960. 

Although  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  still  slightly  higher 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales,  it  does  show  a  reduction  on  the 
1959  figure  .  A  considerable  number  of  these  deaths  are  due  to 
prematurity,  which  is  often  associated  with  other  conditions,  making 
the  prognosis  extremely  poor. 
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The  figures  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination  are  reasonably  good, 
but  there  is  a  large  leeway  still  to  be  made  up  if  we  arc  going  to 
be  able  to  tell  the  public  that  the  safety  factor  in  this  disease  is 
reasonably  high.  Our  principal  concern  in  this  respect  is  the  poor 
response,  in  age  groups  over  15  years,  to  tho  free  facilities  which 
are  offered  both  through  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  General 
Practitioner  Service.  One  would  have  hoped  that  the  warnings  given 
about  this  disease  had  made  sufficient  impact  to  ensure  a  greater 
response. 

Again  it  is  my  pleasure  to  commend  to  you  the  very  good 
work  carried  out  by  your  Public  HeaLth  Inspectors,  and  particularly 
Mr,  Coldrick,  your  Chief*  Fublic  Health  Inspector,  All  have  worked 
with  very  considerable  efficiency  and  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm, 
and  I  would  like  to  record  my  pleasure  at  the  entire  co-operation 
that  I  have  been  given  during  the  year. 

I  have  had,  too,  the  support  of  all  Members  of  the  Council, 
and  in  particular  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 

In  conclusion,  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
cannot  be  carried  on  as  a  distinct  entity  on  its  own,  and  we  have 
had  very  great  assistance  from  all  the  members  of  your  staff,  and 
I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  them  all. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  II .  M.  DIMMER 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 


Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  . . .  516  344  660 

Illegitimate  ...  .  „ . .  12  17  29 

Total  . . .  328  361  689 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  -  crude  18.00 


corrected  18.90 


Still  Births 


14  9  23 


Sti'll  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


32.30 


Total  live  and  still  births  .  342  370 


712 


Infant  Deaths 


11  5  16 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  . 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  . 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  . 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 
week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  ... 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week 
and  stillbirths  combined  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ... 


23.22 

24.24 

NIL 

17.41 

13.06 

44.94 


Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)  ...  NIL 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births  ...  .  NIL 


Deaths 


Total  deaths  ...  . . .  ...  20  2  204  406 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  -  crude  10.61 

corrected  10.92 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  11.5 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29782624 


Comparative  table  showing ' birth,  rate,  death  rate,  and 

infantile  mortality  rate. 


I 

Per 

1,000  estimated  mid-year 

Per  1,000  total 

Per  1,000 

Home  Population 

live  and  still 

live  births 

MALLING 

births 

R.D.C . 

Live  Birth.  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Crude 

Rate 

Adjusted 

Rato 

Crude 

Rate 

Adjusted 

Rate 

Still  birth 

Rate 

Death  rate  of 
Infants  under 

1  year  of  age 

1956 

15.52 

15.98 

10  o90 

11.23 

18.45 

32.49 

1957 

M.90 

15.65 

10  056 

10.88 

29.31 

17.76 

1958 

15.71 

16.49 

10.50 

10.71 

16.86 

20,58 

1959 

i  a  70 

'  7  fid 

11.01 

11.23 

15.74 

27.20 

1960 

io.OO 

18.92 

10.61 

10.92 

32.30 

23.22 

England  and 
Wales,  1960 

17 

.1 

11, 

.5 

19.7 

21.7 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  death  rate  for 
Mailing  Rural  District  is  below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and  is  on 
improvement  even  on  last  year*s  low  figure. 

The  birth  rate  is  again  above  the  national  figure,  but  although 
there  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  infantile  mortality 
rate,  it  is  still  slightly  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


During  1960,  a  total  of  218  cases  of  infectious  and 
notifiable  diseases  were  notified.  This  w  as  considerably 
less  than  that  for  last  year,  when  the  figure  was  952.  This 
w as  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  1960  was  not  a  "measles  year" 
measles  being  a  disease  which  runs  in  two-yearly  cycles. 

Once  again  there  were  no  cases  either  of  diphtheria  or  of 
poliomyelitis . 

There  were,  throughout  the  year,  56  oases  of  dysentery, 
principally  due  to  an  outbreak  at  Leybourne  Grange  Hospital. 

The  scarlet  fever  oases.  22  in  all,  were  of  a  mild  nature 
and  did  not  g?ve  rise  to  any  ; amplications . 


CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 


OTHER  DISEASES 


Tne  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  which 
bedding  was  steam  disinfected  and  one  or  more  rooms  fumigated: 


Work  carried  out 

- H 

Tuberculosis 

r  ■■  ■  —  -  ■  ■" 

C  anc  er 

Fumigation  of 
rooms  and 
Disinfection  of 
bedding 

- 

- 

Fumigation  of 
rooms  only 

5 

1 

Disinfection  of 
bedding  only 

1 

2 

6 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


PARISH 


Addington 
Aylesford 
Birling 
Borough  Gre.v'i 
Burham 
Ditton 
I  ghtham. 
Leybourne 
East  Mailing 
West  Mailing 
Mereworth 
Off ham 

|  East  Pecldham 
I  West  Peckham 
j  Platt 
j  Plaxtol 
j  Ryarsh 
!  Shipbourne 
j  Snodland 
I  Stans ted 
!  Wateringbury 
|  Trottiscliff e 
i  Wouldham 
Wrotham 
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The  following  table  relates  to  the  incidence  of  notifiable 


Disease  according  to  disease,  sex  and  age  groups 


AGE  GROUPS  IN  YEARS 


0 

-  1 

1  - 

.  2 

3 

-  4 

CD 

1 

LO 

10 

-14 

15- 

24 

25-44 

Ol 

i 

64 

65  & 

DISEASE 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

over 
M  F 

TOTALS 
M  F 

Scarlet  fever 

_ 

PM 

2 

1 

3 

5 

7 

1 

2 

1 

12  10 

Whooping  cough 

1 

3 

7 

8 

9 

7 

15 

25 

6 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— •  mm 

38  49 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11  5 

Diphtheria 

r« 

Dysentery 

- 

T 

1 

- 

5 

1 

22 

2 

14 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

3 

-  1 

44  12 

Meningococcal 

infection 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

- 

2  5 

Smallpox 

Encephalitis 

Enteric  or 
typhoid  fever 

Paratyphoid 

fevers 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

wm% 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

rnm 

4 

- 

2 

- 

-  7 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

•n 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1  12 

Puerp  eral 
pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

1 

-  1 

TOTALS 

3 

6 

10 

10 

17 

10 

47 

39 

24 

9 

2 

4 

3 

13 

2 

8 

-  4 

108  103 

9 

20 

27 

86 

33 

6 

16 

_ 

10 

4 

211 

8 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  table  set  out  below  records  in  age  groups  the  new  cases 
recorded  in  the  register  during  the  year,  together  with  the  number 
of  deaths  which  occurred. 


AGE 

GROUPS 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 
M  F 

Non-respiratory 

M  F  ' 

Respiratory 

M  F 

Non-respiratory 

M  F 

0-5 

5-14 

15  -  24 

25  -  44 

45  -  64 

65  &  over 

Age  unknown 

mm  mrm 

mm  mm 

1 

1  1 

2 

1 

mm  mm 

w  mm 

1 

* 

1 

1 

6  2 

2 

mm  mm 

1 

-  1 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

t 

> 

TOTALS  1  5  1 

i  6 

1 

1 

9  3 

12 

1  1 

2 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  D.  L.  Pugh,  the  Chest  Physician,  for  the 
following  details  of  the  numbers  of  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  examined  during  the  year,  and  the  number  found  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  These  figures  relate  to  the  area  of  the  Chest 
Clinic  which  coincides  with  the  area  of  the  four  authorities, 

Maidstone  Borough,  Maidstone  R.D.,  Hollingbourn  R.D.,  and  Mailing  R.D. 

(a)  Number  of  contacts  seen  during  1960  of  newly 


notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  ..  ..  ..  225 

0>)  Number  of  contacts  examined  during  1960  of 

cases  notified  prior  to  1960  ..  ,,  635 


(c)  Number  of  contacts  in  (a)  found  to  be  suffering 
from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary 

tuberculosis  3 

(d)  Number  of  contacts  in  (b)  found  to  be  suffering 
from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary 

tuberculosis  .  5 


This  year  there  were  only  7  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  as  com¬ 
pared  with  20  last  year.  This  is  a  very  encouraging  feature  with 
the  excepted  point  that  we  are  still  receiving  cases  in  the  younger 
age  groups. 

The  number  of  deaths,  at  14,  was  surprisingly  high  this  year. 
There  is  bound  to  be  a  very  variable  factor  here,  since  you  have  in 
your  district  both  Preston  Hall  Hospital,  and  the  British  Legion 
Village. 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION  1960 


The  following  table  gives  (A)  the  number  of  second  injec¬ 
tions  and  (B)  the  number  of  third  injections  given  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December  1960. 


Year  of 
Birth 

(A) 

(B) 

1960 

56 

4 

1959 

382 

151 

1958 

49 

229 

1957 

17 

63 

1956 

15 

64 

1955 

12 

43 

1954 

13 

58 

1953 

11 

75 

1952 

11 

70 

1951 

7 

61 

1950 

2 

60 

1949 

8 

69 

1948 

9 

87 

1947 

7 

89 

1946 

7 

68 

1945 

6 

58 

1944 

11 

74 

1943 

7 

86 

1953- 

I  1942 

253 

1,369 

Before  ‘ 

\  "  nrir; 

i 

944 

213 

OTFURS 

67 

116 

i  \ 

TOTAL  1 

- 

1,  894 

3, 107 

1 

During  the  year  3,107  people  received  a  full  course  of 
three  injections  against  poliomyelitis.  Since  the  scheme  started 
in  1956,  9,687  people  have  received  the  full  course.  In  addition 
there  were  1,894  who  had,  up  to  the  end  of  1960,  received  two 
injections j  this  corresponds  to  approximately  a  quarter  of  the 
total  population  of  your  district. 

Although  these  figures  are  reasonably  good,  there  is  still 
a  large  margin  to  be  made  up,  particularly  in  the  age  groups 
above  15  years. 

From  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  only  213  people  born 
before  1933  completed  a  course  of  three  injections  during  1960. 

A  further  extension  of  the  scheme  has  now  taken  place,  in 
that  a  fourth  injection  can  be  given  to  primary  school  children, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  facilities  will  bo  extended  in  the 
near  future. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  BMJNISATION . 


The  following  table  shows  the  whooping  cough  immunisation 
return  for  1960  based  on  record  cards  received  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 


Year  of 
Birth 

Whooping  cough 
immunisation 
Primary 

1960 

253 

1959 

303 

1958 

39 

1957 

17 

1956 

17 

1955 

11 

1954 

8 

1953 

2 

1952 

2 

1951 

- 

1950 

- 

1949 

2 

1948 

- 

1947 

- 

1946 

- 

Before 

1946 

- 

TOTAL 

634 

There  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  number  of 
children  immunised  against  whooping  cough  in  1960.  There  were  in 
all  654  as  compared  with  462  in  1959. 

This  is  a  very  welcome  improvement,  because  we  still  regard 
whooping  cough,  particularly  in  the  young  infant  and  indeed  in 
children  under  5  years,  as  a  disease  of  considerable  significance. 
It  is  especially  desirable  that  young  infants  should  be  protected 
against  whooping  cough  in  the  early  months  of  life. 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  smallpox  vaccination  return 
for  1960,  based  on  record  cards  received  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 


Year  of 

Smallpox 

vaccination 

Birth 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

1960 

124 

1959 

223 

- 

1958 

24 

- 

1957 

5 

- 

1956 

3 

1 

1955 

1 

- 

1954 

1 

- 

1953 

3 

- 

1952 

1 

mm 

1951 

1 

_ 

1950 

- 

- 

1949 

1 

• 

1948 

- 

- 

1947 

2 

- 

1946 

Before 

3 

mm 

1946 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

394 

3 

Again  there  has  been  a  rise  in  the  number  of  primary 
vaccinations  against  smallpox,  394  as  compared  with  340  in  1959. 

It  is  still  disappointing,  however,  to  find  that  the 
number  of  re -vaccinations  at  3,  leaves  very  much  to  be  desired. 

It  is  very  dangerous  to  assume  that  because  one  has  been 
vaccinated  in  infancy  the  immunity  will  last  to  any  reasonable 
degree.  My  advice  is  that  re-vaccination  against  smallpox  should 
be  carried  out  at  least  twice  following  primary  vaccination, 
preferably  at  intervals  of  about  five  years. 

I  repeat  what  I  said  last  year  about  international 
certificates  ;- 

An  important  point  about  smallpox  vaccination  today  is 
the  degree  of  convenience  in  being  vaccinated  in  infancy 
rather  than  in  adult  life.  International  Certificates  of 
Vaccination  are  required  all  over  the  world,  and  the  difference 
is  very  considerable  from  the  point  of  view  of  possible  con¬ 
sequences  which  affect  an  adult  immediately  prior  to  travel. 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 


The  following  is  a  return  of  the  number  of  children  under 
the  age  of  15  years  on  31st  December  1960,  who  had  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.,  at 
any  time  since  1st  January  1946.) 


Year 

of 

Birth 

Last  complete  course 
of  injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 
1956  -  1960 

1955 

or 

earlier 

1946 

53 

383 

1947 

211 

387 

1948 

115 

328 

1949 

67 

545 

1950 

130 

509 

1951 

279 

238 

1952 

218 

299 

1953 

189 

257 

1954 

217 

242 

1955 

415 

14 

1956 

380 

• 

1957 

340 

- 

1958 

344 

- 

1959 

414 

- 

1960 

255 

- 

TOTALS 

3,627 

3,202 

The  following  table  shows  the  diphtheria  immunisation  figures 
for  1960  based  on  record  cards  received  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer, 


Year 

of 

Birth 

Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

1960 

255 

1959 

330 

8 

1958 

56 

9 

1957 

17 

6 

1956 

17 

9 

1955 

11 

159 

1954 

8 

67 

1953 

1 

25 

1952 

4 

22 

1951 

— 

9 

1950 

— 

4 

1949 

1 

3 

1948 

- 

8 

1947 

— 

6 

1946 

- 

2 

Before 

1946 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

700 

337 
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THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  &  1951 


Tho  welfare  of  old  persons  continued  to  receive  attention 
during  the  year,  and  in  all  20  visits  were  made  to  8  such 
persons  to  investigate  their  circumstances  and  to  endeavour 
to  assist. 

It  was  necessary  to  apply  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
an  Order  in  respect  of  one  elderly  lady,  and  she  was  first 
removed  to  the  West  Kent  General  Hospital,  Maidstone,  and 
ultimately  to  the  Old  Persons’  Home,  at  West  View,  Tenterden, 
where  she  soon  settled  down  and  was  happy.  At  the  year’s 
end  action  was  being  initiated  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a 
further  Order  in  respect  of  an  old  man  in  the  Blue  Bell  Hill 
area. 


In  one  case  the  Council  rehoused  one  old  lady  in 
course  of  their  Slum  Clearance  programme,  and  one  old  man 
died.  The  remaining  4  cases  were  being  kept  under  active 
review  at  tho  year’s  end  but  were  managing  quite  satisfactorily, 
and  no  further  action  was  necessary. 
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CANCER 


Below  is  on  analysis  of  the  deaths  from  malignant  disease 
according  to  age  groups . 


Deaths  from  Cancer  during  I960 


Age  Groups 

Male 

Female 

0-1  year 

2-5  years 

- 

2 

6-15  " 

_ 

16  -  25  ” 

_ 

26  -  35  " 

_ 

2 

36  -  45  " 

2 

46  -  55  ” 

7 

6 

56  -  65  " 

10 

6 

66  years  &  over 

18 

20 

TOTALS 

35 

i 

t 

38 

Deaths  from  cancer  in  1960,  distributed  according  to  sites 


Site 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cancer  of  stomach 

2 

5 

7 

Cancer  of  lung, bronchus 

13 

1 

14 

Cancer  of  breast 

- 

5 

5 

Cancer  of  uterus 

- 

5 

5 

Other  sites 

20 

22 

42 

TOTALS 

35 

38 

73 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  1960  fell  by  15,  the 
total  being  73  as  compared  with  88  in  1959.  This  is  a  very 
welcome  report,  but  it  would  be  most  unwise  to  assume  that  a 
trend  had  been  set  up  in  this  disease. 

The  point  should  be  noted,  however,  that  in  1960  there  has 
been  a  reduction,  with  one  exception,  in  all  specific  sites  of 
cancer. 

It  is  particularly  encouraging  to  see  that  the  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  has  fallen  by  one- 
third. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

1 

'3-4  weeks 

1 

;  Total  under 

|  4  weeks 

*  4  weeks  and 

i 

under  3  months 

3-6  months 

7-12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1  year 

Atelectasis 

1 

_ 

mm 

_ 

1 

mm 

_ 

1 

Birth  Injury 

2 

- 

~ 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Heart  Failure 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

4 

Prematurity 

4 

1 

- 

5 

- 

- 

5 

Pneumonia  &  Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

1 

2 

Toxaemia 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Septicaemia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

9 

1 

1 

1 

12 

1 

2 

1 

J _ 

16 

Once  again  the  primary  cause  of  infantile  mortality  w as 
prematurity,  and  although  the  figure  of  5  is  given  for  this 
specific  cause  out  of  the  16  deaths  in  all,  prematurity  was 
associated  with  several  of  the  cases. 
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DEATHS  -  PAROCHIAL  DISTRIBUTION 


PARISH 

January 

February 

March 

April 

& 

a 

© 

July 

l  August 

1  September 

October 

November 

December 

TOTALS 

Addington 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

10 

Aylesford 

2 

5 

6 

1 

5 

1 

7 

5 

6 

3 

5 

9 

,  55 

Birling 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Borough  Green 

3 

1 

3 

1 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

19 

Burham 

- 

- 

7 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

13 

Ditton 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

1 

15 

Ightham 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

4 

- 

4 

14 

Leybourne 

2 

3 

4 

- 

2 

4 

2 

2 

- 

2 

3 

4 

28 

East  Mailing 

2 

4 

5 

5 

3 

3 

4 

3 

4 

2 

2 

7 

44 

West  Mailing 

1 

1 

3 

4 

8 

- 

1 

6 

4 

2 

5 

2 

37 

Mereworth 

2 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

9 

Offham 

- 

1 

2 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

4 

East  Peckham. 

- 

4 

3 

2 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

2 

1 

18 

West  Peckham 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

m 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Platt 

- 

1 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

11 

Plaxtol 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

Ryarsh 

2 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

10 

Shipbourne 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

finodland 

6 

6 

8 

3 

6 

2 

5 

3 

5 

3 

1 

5 

53 

Stansted 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Trottiscliff e 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

4 

W  at  er ingbury 

- 

1 

3 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

13 

Wouldham 

3 

- 

mm 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

9 

Wrotham 

- 

- 

3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

- 

- 

3 

2 

3 

20 

TOTALS 

l 

27 

35 

59 

27 

34 

27 

31 

29 

29 

30 

34 

44 

406 

17 
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Provisional  Rates 


England  and  Wales 

Hollingbourn  R.D. 

Maidstone  R.D. 

Mailing  R.D. 

Maidstone  Borough 

County  of  Kent 

AREA. 

17.1  (P) 

16.92 

15.87 

18.90 

18.16 

16.40 

Live  Births 

Rate 

per  1,000 
Population 

! 

|  »  |  ,  i  ]  ,) 

CO  l-1  O  CO  to  H 1 

•  ■••••• 

os  1— 1  co  ro  co  cn 

05  CO  O  05 

All  causes 

Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000  Population 

•  •  •  •  • 

O  O  CXJ  mo 

cn  oo  05  |  •  M  -<i 

Tuberculosis 

•  ••••• 

M  CO  05  05  M  00 

To 

Cancer  of  lung 

M  M  M  ro  M  M 

•  •  •  •  *  • 

05  cn  O  -<l  05 

M  H  ^  CJI  S 

/ — \ 

>■ — * 

Other  cancer 

21.7 

29.09 

20.27 

23.22 

18.68 

18.52 

Total  deaths 
under  1  year 

Live 

Births 

i —  _  , .  _  —  —  —  -  -  . 

000*1  J-zd 

19*7  (P) 

14.33 

19.86 

32.30 

15.48 

19.67 

Still  Births 

— 

Related 

Births 

13 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  1960. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  -  1960 


Cause 


Male  Female 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . .  . .  . .  . ,  9 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  , .  . .  , ,  . ,  1 


3.  Syphilitic  disease  , ,  , . 

4.  Diphtheria  . .  . , 

5.  Whooping  cough  , .  . . 

6#  Meningococcal  infections  . , 

7,  Acute  poliomyelitis  ..  . . 

8,  Measles  . .  .. 

9,  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 


10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach .  2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ..  ..  13 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .,  ,.  ..  .. 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . .  - 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ,.  20 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .,  ..  .,  ,.  1 

16.  Diabetes  ..  - 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .,  21 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ..  ..  .,  ..  39 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease .  4 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ..  .,  ..  ..  17 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease . ..  11 

22.  Influenza  ..  .,  ..  1 

23.  Pneumonia  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

24.  Bronchitis  , .  .  9 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ..  ..  3 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  5 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ,.  2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ..  ..  ..  .,  1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . ..  2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . .  - 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . 2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases  ,  ..  16 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ..  ..  ,.  ..  7 

34.  All  other  accidents  ,.  ..  ,,  3 

35.  Suicide  2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ..  ..  - 


3 

1 

1 


1 

5 

1 

5 

5 

22 

1 

2 

37 

26 

3 

34 

11 

9 

6 


3 

1 


5 

18 

2 

2 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
High  Street, 
WEST  CALLING. 

5th  July  1961. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Mailing, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  submit  my  thirteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  environmental 
circumstances  existing  in  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December  1960. 

This  was  the  first  year  that  the  five  day  working  week  operated, 
and  it  has  proved  very  satisfactory  in  operation.  It  was  necessary 
for  myself  and  other  members  of  the  staff  to  be  on  duty  on  a  few 
Saturday  mornings  only,  and  we  will  continue  to  be  available  as 
necessary,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  five  day  week  has  not  reduced 
efficiency. 

The  clerical  work  of  the  department  was  disrupted  for  a  while 
during  the  year  because  of  the  sudden  death  of  Mr,  F.  P.  Green. 
Following  this  sad  loss,  Mrs,  F.  Wagener  was  engaged  on  a  permanent 
basis  as  Shor bband-Typist ,  Despite  this  setback,  the  administrative 

work  had  been  brought  up  to  date  by  the  year’s  end. 

There  were  two  major  items  of  new  legislation  enacted  during  the 
year,  viz..  The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960, 
and  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  1960.  This  latter  Act  enables  Local 
Authorities  for  the  first  time  to  abate  nuisances  from  noise  and 
vibration. 

All  aspects  of  sanitation  and  environmental  hygiene  received 
full  attention  during  the  year.  All  registered  premises  were  visited 
regularly,  much  time  being  spent  on  the  control  of  foodstuffs  and  the 
sampling  of  milk,  water  and  ice  cream.  Meat  inspection  was  maintained 
at  100%  of  all  animals  killed  in  the  slaughterhouses.  The  first  5 
year  slum  clearance  programme,  timed  to  end  at  31st  December  1960, 
was  completed  satisfactorily,  and  was  in  fact  surpassed. 

The  cesspool  emptying  service  was  improved  during  the  year,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  improve  this  service  still  further  in  1961  by  giving 
a  six-weekly  service  throughout  the  district.  The  problem  of  the 
disposal  of  the  sewage  taken  therefrom  is  still  with  us,  but  the 
Council’s  decision  to  provide  treatment  facilities  for  this  type  of 
sewage  at  their  disposal  works  will  assist  greatly  in  overcoming  the 
problem. 
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The  refuse  collection  service  was  also  improved  during  the  year, 
and  the  14  parishes  previously  receiving  a  fortnightly  collection  now 
enjoy  a  weekly  collection  to  bring  them  into  line  with  the  remaining 
10  parishes.  The  recruitment  of  suitable  manpower  is  still  the  most 
difficult  problem,  but  the  Council *s  decision  to  increase  the  amount 
of  salvage  bonus  payable  to  the  men,  and  the  provision  of  housing 
accommodation  in  suitable  cases  has  brought  about  an  improvement. 

In  an  area  of  full  employment,  such  as  this  district,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  the  recruitment  and  retention  of  the  right  type  of 
labour  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  raising  of  the  national  rate 
of  pay  for  these  men. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  follows,  with 
comments  on  each  subject. 


HOUSING 

The  programme  for  the  elimination  of  unfit  houses  continued 
satisfactorily  during  1960,  In  all  50  houses  were  dealt  with. 

44  were  the  subject  of  representation  in  respect  of  individual 
houses  resulting  in  the  making  of  2  demolition  orders,  35  Closing 
orders,  and  the  acceptance  of  7  undertakings  not  to  use  the 
dwellings  until  they  are  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Council.  The  remaining  6  houses  were  in  the  parish  of  East 
Mailing  and  were  dealt  with  by  the  making  of  a  Clearance  order 
which  was  ultimately  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 

48  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  some  of  which 
were  as  a  result  of  orders  made  the  previous  year.  In  all  36 
families  comprising  115  persons  were  rehoused  by  the  Council 
from  unfit  houses.  Once  again  this  support  from  the  Council 
in  providing  the  alternative  accommodation  has  ensured  the 
success  of  the  slum  clearance  programme  to  date  and  is  much 
appreciated. 

The  Council^  first  five  year  programme  on  slum  clearance 
ended  on  the  31st  December  1960.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
programme  it  was  estimated  that  227  houses  would  receive 
attention  in  the  period.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  in  fact 

232  houses  were  dealt  with.  To  accomplish  this  figure  it  was 
necessary  to  provide  alternative  accommodation  for  180  families. 

The  completion  of  this  programme  has  done  away  with  the  worst 
of  the  unfit  houses  in  the  district,  but  there  are  still  others 
to  be  considered,  and  the  programme  for  the  next  five  years  has 
been  estimated  at  100  houses.  This  is  the  figure  that  has  been 
returned  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 

1343  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  housing  and  it 
was  necessary  to  serve  93  informal  and  4  statutory  notices 
requiring  various  repairs  to  property.  A  detailed  summary  of 
the  works  effected  is  shown  in  tabulated  form  at  the  end  of  this 
section  of  the  report.  The  following  shows  the  number  of  houses 
rendered  fit  during  the  year. 

Houses  made  fit  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  -  58 
Houses  made  fit  as  a  result  of  formal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  -  7 
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15  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
during  1960,  an  increase  of  4  over  the  previous  year.  This  makes 
a  total  of  133  applications  dealt  with  since  the  advent  of  the 
Rent  Act  1957.  Of  the  15  cases  dealt  with,  11  satisfactory 
undertakings  to  carry  out  the  repair  work  necessary  were  received 
from  landlords,  whilst  the  remaining  4  applications  were  wit* '.drawn 
by  the  tenants.  One  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  issued  in 
respect  of  an  application  made  during  1959.  My  impressions  on 
the  working  of  this  Act  from  the  time  it  appeared  on  the  statute 
book  until  the  present  time,  are  that  it  has  failed  to  prevent 
the  deterioration  of  houses. 

It  is  requisite  that  a  summary  of  the  Council's  work  in 
connection  with  Improvement  Grants  shall  be  included  in  this  report. 
This  work  is  undertaken  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor  who  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information: - 


Number  of  schemes  submitted  122 

Number  of  scheme  s  approved  122 

Total  cost  of  such  improvements  or  conversion  £54,265 
Total  cost  of  grants  made  £27,949 


This  was  an  increase  of  44  applications  over  the  previous 
year  with  an  increased  cost  of  £12,274.  For  the  first  time, 
applications  were  received  for  Standard  Grants.  40  were  approved, 
and  the  total  cost  of  grants  made  was  £4,482. 

The  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  in  the  rural  district 
during  1960  was  as  follows 

By  Local  Authority  122 

By  Private  Enterprise  369 

491 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  sanitary  works  effected  to 
existing  premises  during  the  year  under  review 


Water  closets  provided  ...  10 

”  M  repaired  ...  5 

Wash  basins  provided/renewed/cleansed  ...  6 

Sinks  provided/renewed  ...  6 

Water  heaters  provided  ...  9 

Baths  provided  ...  3 

Cesspools  provided/renewed  ...  3 

Urinals  provided/renewed  ...  5 

Inspection  chambers  provided/renewed  ...  6 

Gullies  repaired/renewed  ...  3 

Drains  laid/altered/repaired  ...  24 

Choked  drains  cleansed  ...  13 

Pail  or  earth  closets  converted  ...  1 

Chimney-stacks  repaired/renewed  ...  8 

Roofs  repaired  ...  36 

Rainwater  gutters  &  pipes  repaired/renewed  ...  28 

External  walls  repaired  ...  40 

internal  walls  &  ceilings  repaired  . . .  126 

Floors  and  staircases  repaired  ...  24 

Doors  and  windows  repaired/renewed  . . .  101 

Grates  and  ranges  repaired/renewed  ...  3 

Coppers  repaired/renewed  ...  1 

Dampness  remedied  ...  44 

Dustbins  provided  ...  2 

New  hopper  huts  provided  ...  16 

Accumulations  removed  ...  6 

Houses  painted  ...  6 

Domestic  animals  huisance  ...  2 

Chemical  closet  provided  ...  1 

Fireplaces  renewed  ...  5 

Food  shops  cleansed/redecorated/etc,  ...  6 

Refrigerators  provided  ...  1 

Electric  light  provided  ...  2 

Ventilated  space  provided  ...  3 

Partition  fence  provided/repaired  ...  1 

Smoke  nuisance  abated  ...  2 

Caravans  removed  ...  7 

Caravan  sited  cleaned  up  ...  3 

Chlorinator  renewed/S/Bath  ...  1 

Foot  baths  provided/S /Bath  ...  3 

Handrail  provided/s/Bath  ...  1 

Flour  bin  renewed  ...  1 

Number  of  informal  Notices  served  during  1960  ...  93 

«  "  Formal  "  "  "  "  ...  4 

”  ”  Complaints  received  during  1960  ...  535 
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HOP  PICKERS*  CAMPS 


Picking  of  the  hop  harvest  was  carried  on  at  30  farms ,  commencing 
at  the  beginning  of  September  and  being  completed  before  the  end  of 
that  month.  20  hop  pickers  *  camps  were  occupied,  housing  an  estimated 
3,120  persons.  16  additional  huts  were  provided  during  the  year  and 
many  pickers  provided  their  own  accommodation  in  the  form  of  mobile 
caravans  and  tents.  17  machines  operated  during  the  season,  an 
increase  of  2  over  the  previous  year. 

76  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  ensure  compliance  with 
the  Council *s  byelaws.  These  visits  covered  inspections  made  before 
picking  commenced  and  during  occupation  of  the  huts.  As  in  past 
years  the  primitive  earth  latrines  and  refuse  disposal  required  most 
attention.  The  growers  were  co-operative  in  putting  matters  right 
when  drawn  to  their  attention,  and  generally  conditions  were  satisfactory. 
The  dry  season  helped  to  ensure  reasonably  good  conditions  on  all  camps. 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  a  new  byelaw  in  relation  to  hop 
camps,  requiring  all  huts  to  be  vacated  not  later  than  30th  November  in 
each  year  and  precluding  occupation  thereof  until  the  1st  April  the 
following  year.  This  byelaw  is  to  prevent  families  staying  on  in 
temporary  accommodation  and  thereby  turning  the  huts  into  sub-standard 
housing  accommodation. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  supplies  the  majority  of  the  premises 
in  the  rural  district,  but  a  small  number  of  houses,  160  in  all,  are 
supplied  by  the  mains  of  the  Maidstone  Waterworks  Company,  the  Sevenoaks 
and  Tonbridge  Water  Cpmpany,  and  the  Medway  YiTater  Board.  A  further 
195  premises  receive  piped  supplies  from  private  sources.  Only  two 
areas  of  the  district  cannot  be  said  to  have  adequate  water  supplies. 
These  are  -  the  Bells  Farm  area  of  East  Peckham  parish,  and  the  Holly 
Hill  area  of  Birling  parish.  Due  to  the  small  number  of  properties, 
and  the  distance  from  existing  water  mains  in  these  areas,  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  provide  piped  supplies  within  the  bounds  of  reasonable 
cost. 


Details  of  supplies  are  as  follows :- 
(a)  Dwellings  supplied  from  public  water  mains 


Mid  Kent  Water  Company  11,638 
Maidstone  Yfaterworks  Company  54 
Sevenoaks  &  Tonbridge  Water  Co.  20 
Medway  Water  Board  86 


11,798 


(b)  Dwellings  receiving  piped  supplies  from  private  sources 


Golding  Hop  Spring  Supply,  Plaxtol  1 

Tottington  Spring  Supply,  Aylesford  43 

British  Quarrying  Co.  Supply, 

Borough  Green  6 

Hamptons  Private  Supply, 

West  Peckham  25 

Hermitage  Farm  Supply,  Aylesford  5 


Fairlawne  Private  Supply,  Shipbourne  115  195 

11,993 
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At  the  31st;  December  1960.  97. 68$  of  "the  houses  within  the 
district  weio  being  supplied  v;ith  piped  water  from  statutory 
undertakings,  and  a  further  1.6$  from  private  sources  of  supply. 
Thus,  a  total  of  99, £8$  of  the  houses  in  the  district  receive  a 
piped  water  supply. 

SAMPLES 


The  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action  and 
the  regular  samples  confirm  the  absence  of  lead  contamination. 
It  has  not  been  necessary,  therefore,  to  take  any  precautions 
against  these  contaminations. 

All  supplies  are  subject  to  regular  sampling,  particular 
attention  being  paid  to  the  untreated  private  supplies. 

Details  of  the  samples  taken  during  the  year  are  given 
in  the  following  table :- 


Type  of 
Water 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Chemical  Examination 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satisfact¬ 

ory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satisfact¬ 

ory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Statutory 

Supply 

Undertakings 

11 

11 

tm 

5 

5 

Private 
Sources 
piped  to 
dwellings 

33 

27 

6 

Other 

private 

sources 

6 

3 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Of  the  9  unsatisfactory  samples  3  were  taken  from  a  private  supply  at 
Plaxtol,  serving  one  house.  Advise  was  given  on  the  provision  of  bacteriological 
filters,  but  it  was  found  unnecessary  to  instal  such  filters  as  further  samples 
proved  satisfactory. 

2  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  the  raw  water  of  the  Tottington 
Spring  Supply.  Bacteriological  filters  are  provided  at  all  the  dwelling  houses 
using  this  Supply,  and  samples  taken  after  filtration  proved  satisfactory. 


25 


c  i  :  :  , 


fJ"  10 


2  un  satin  factory  aampl  A.a  wpr»  takon  from  a  well  supply  at; 

/Lyles .ford,  when  it  was  found  that  pollution  by  ground  water  had  occurred. 
This  was  pumped  out  and  advice  given  on  boiling  the  water  before  use. 

At  the  year’s  end  the  well  was  being  given  time  to  settle  down  before 
taking  further  samples. 

One  sample,  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  was  taken  from  a  private 
supply  at  Shipbourne.  Repairs  were  effected  to  the  chlorination 
plant,  and  further  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

The  remaining  unsatisfactory  sample  was  taken  from  a  private 
supply  at  Borough  Green.  Further  samples  throughout  the  year  proved 
satisfactory. 
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Chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination  of  the 
Mid  Kent  Water  Company’s  supply  are  carried  out  monthly.  The 
results  of  examinations  are  consistently  satisfactory.  The 
following  table  gives  the  average  chemical  analysis  of  the 
water  during  the  year:- 


Tctnl  solid  residue 
Chlorine  present  as  chloride 
Ammonia  free 
Ammonia  albuminoid 
Nitrate  nitrogen 
Nitrite  nitrogen 

Cxygen  absorbed  from  )(a)in  4  hrs , 

) 

Permanganate  Solution) (b)in  15  mins 
Hardness,  as  CaCO  3  -  Temporary 

Permanent 

Total 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO  3 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide,  as  C02 

Iron 

Other  metals 
Residual  Chlorine 
P  H 


Trosley  Pumping  Hailing  Pumping 
Station  Station 


Parts  per 

million 

292 

293 

20.6 

18.4 

0.00 

0.00 

0.003 

0.003 

2.0 

3.83 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

grs./gal. 
165  11.56 

0.00 

grs./gal 
195  13.65 

55  3.87 

30 

2.08 

220  15.43 

225 

15.73 

132 

195 

20 

27 

Absent 

0.08 

Abs  ent 

Absent 

0.03 

0.04 

7.3 

7.2 

27 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  in 
each  parish;  those  supplied  with  water  from  public  and  private 
mains,  and  those  known  to  be  without  a  laid  on  water  supply. 

In  the  case  of  these  latter  houses,  water  is  obtained  from 
springs  and  wells  or  by  the  storage  of  rainwater  in  underground 
tanks . 


PARISH 

No.  of 
dwelling 
houses 

Estimated 

population 

No.  of  houses 
with  piped  supply 

No.  of  houses 
known  to  be 
without  a  laid 
on  supply 

Public 

mains 

Private 

sources 

Addington 

201 

525 

201 

- 

- 

Aylesford 

1,596 

4,  682 

1,538 

48 

10 

Birling 

421 

826 

417 

- 

4 

Borough  Green 

829 

1,770 

823 

6 

- 

Burham 

508 

1,871 

508 

- 

- 

Ditton 

605 

1,800 

605 

- 

- 

Ightham 

533 

1,495 

533 

- 

- 

Leybourne 

185 

1,734 

185 

- 

- 

East  Mailing 

1,453 

3,439 

1,453 

- 

- 

West  Mailing 

707 

3,534 

705 

- 

2 

Mereworth 

217 

1,019 

216 

- 

1 

Offham 

229 

712 

228 

- 

1 

East  Peckham 

678 

1,953 

666 

- 

12 

West  Peckham 

102 

380 

80 

20 

2 

Platt 

380 

1,119 

378 

- 

2 

Plaxtui 

340 

1,045 

329 

6 

5 

Ryarsh 

248 

775 

248 

- 

- 

Shipbourne 

155 

467 

40 

115 

mm 

S nodi and 

1,284 

4,  340 

1,280 

- 

4 

Stansted 

165 

567 

165 

- 

- 

Trottiscliffe 

154 

411 

154 

- 

- 

Wateringbury 

368 

1,186 

368 

- 

- 

Wouldham 

264 

923 

264 

- 

- 

Wrotham 

456 

1,687 

455 

- 

1 

Totals 

l 

12,078 

38,260 

11, 839 

195 

44 

It  is  difficult  to  give  the  number  of  houses  supplied  from  standpipes,  but  it  is 
estimated  to  be  less  than  %%. 
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Extension  of  mains:  5659  yards  oD  mains  were  laid  in  this  rural 

district  during  the  year  under  review, 
as  follows 


Parish 

Yards 

Size 

Water  Company 

Addington 

49 

3" 

Mid  Kent  Water  Company 

Ayles lOi  d 

627 

3" 

tt  tt  it  tt 

tt 

1,268 

4" 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

Birling 

106 

3" 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

Borough  Green 

1,090 

3" 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

I!  tt 

422 

4” 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

Burhaj.ii 

79 

3" 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

East  Peckham 

99 

3” 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

I  ghtham. 

1,756 

6" 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

Sncd"  .1 

163 

3" 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

Delivery  of  water.  During  1960  it  was  only  necessary  to  deliver  1,200 
gallons  of  water  to  premises  in  the  Holly  Hill  area  in  the  parishes  of 
Birling  and  Snodland.  This  was  a  decrease  of  22,000  gallons  on  the 
figures  for  1959,  and  the  smallest  quantity  delivered  since  the  advent 
of  the  service.  There  were  two  reasons  for  this  decrease.  The  first 
was  that  the  properties  in  Swanton  Valley,  West  Peckham,  previously 
dependent  on  stored  rainwater,  were  connected  to  a  new  public  main 
during  the  previous  winter.  The  second  reason  was,  of  course,  that  the 
summer  of  1960  was  very  wet. 

The  possibility  of  providing  mains  water  to  the  8  houses  in  the 
Holly  Hill  area  was  investigated  further.  As  I  mentioned  in  my  report 
for  1959,  it  was  felt  that  the  cost,  estimated  at  almost  £600,  0,  Od 
per  dwelling,  was  a  prohibitive  figure.  This  view  was  also  taken  by 
the  Kent  County  Council,  and  a  grant  could  not  be  recommended, 
consequently  the  project  had  to  be  abandoned. 
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METEOROLOGY 


The  following  data  concerning  meteorology  for  the  year  1960  (with 
comparative  figures  for  the  four  previous  years)  recorded  at  East  Mailing 
Research  Station,  has  been  supplied  by  the  Meteorological  Officer  of  that 
station: - 
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Pi 
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Average  Thermometer  (Max, 

1 

l 

_ _ _  . 

Average  Thermometer  (Min, 

1  Highest  Thermometer 

r 

:  Lowest  Thermometer 

! 

f 

Average  Barometer 

Total  Rainfall  (ins.) 

Heaviest  Rainfall  in  any 

i 

Pi 

1  'r'i 

d 

Sh 

rC! 

o 

1  *H 

Pi 

I  «H 

C/3 

>> 

d 

[  vi 

o 

• 

o 

s 

35  years  average  X 

Total  hours  of  sunshine 

January 

44.6 

35.2 

54 

21 

29.89 

2.56 

0.70  | 

19 

2.46 

39.5 

February 

46.1 

34.2 

62 

23 

29.71 

1.89 

0.26 

17 

1.95 

89.6 

March 

49.6 

37.4 

58 

27 

29.80 

1.22 

0.59 

13 

1.57 

84.0 

April 

57.1 

38.8 

68 

28 

30.03 

0.72 

0.34 

9 

1.90 

151.8 

May 

64.6 

44.8 

75 

33 

30.00 

2.22 

0.75 

7 

1.93 

169.7 

June 

69.9 

50.0 

82 

38 

30.02 

1.12 

0.26 

12 

1.63 

245.5 

July 

67.6 

52.1 

74 

38 

29.83 

3.69 

0.59 

23 

2.25 

179.2 

August 

68.3 

50.9 

74 

40 

29.82 

4.31 

0.97 

22 

2.35 

177.8 

September 

65.0 

47.9 

74 

39 

29.89 

4.11 

0.87 

15 

2.18 

139.6 

October 

57.6 

44.9 

68 

30 

29.59 

6.05 

0.79 

23 

2.85 

87.1 

November 

52.7 

40.1 

63 

30 

29.59 

4.91 

1.18 

26 

3.18 

68.9 

December 

44.4 

34.9 

55 

27 

29.67 

1 

3.15 

1.00 

26 

2.48 

48.5 

Total/Average  for  the  year 

29.82 

55.95 

1.18 

212 

26.73  *j: 

1481. 2 

Total/Average  for  the  year  1956 

24.69 

1.30 

169 

26.10 

1957 

24.41 

1.28 

163 

26.73 

1958 

30.52 

1.09 

190 

26.73 

1959 

21.42 

1.16  1 

1 

153 

1 

26.73 

5  Weighted  averages  for  the  35  year  period  1925  -  1960. 

Wettest  period 

The  longest  wet  period  of  the  year  was  between  the  8th  and  27th  November,  with  the 
wettest  day  of  the  year  on  the  2nd  November,  when  1.18  inches  of  rain  fell. 

Driest  period 

The  driest  periods  were  between  the  14th  and  25th  April,  29th  April  and  10th  May, 
and  24th  May  and  4th  June. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  9.22  inches  above  average. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


On  1st  October  1960  The  Food  Hygiene (G eneral Regulations  1960 
came  into  force.  These  Regulations  amended  and  consolidated  The 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  to  1957,  and  also  brought  within  their 
scope  the  handling  and  service  of  food  on  board  "home-going”  ships 
and  certain  other  vessels.  The  Food  Hygiene (Docks,  Carriers,  etc,) 
Regulations  which  came  into  force  on  1st  November  1960  prescribed 
requirements  to  secure  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  at  docks, 
warehouses,  cold  stores  and  a  number  of  other  special  types  of  premises 
which  were  excluded  from  the  ambit  of  previous  regulations  due  to  the 
special  character  of  the  premises  and  the  operations  that  take  place 
there. 

Routine  visits  are  made  to  all  food  premises  in  the  district 
and  the  standards  laid  down  are  strictly  applied.  In  all,  2,111 
visits  were  made  in  this  connection.  On  the  whole,  proprietors 
of  food  premises  have  continued  to  prove  co-operative,  and  the 
general  trend  of  improvement  has  continued.  Constant  routine  visits, 
however,  are  essential  if  this  trend  is  to  be  maintained.  During 
the  year.  Model  Codes  of  Practice  on  the  Handling  and  Transport  of 
Meat  and  Fish  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  were  delivered  to  all  butchers  and  fishmongers  in  the  district 
as  a  guide  to  the  standards  required. 

5  cases  of  contamination  of  food  wer e  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  department  during  the  year  but  in  none  of  the  cases  were  legal 
proceedings  warranted.  All  the  foodstuffs  involved  were  manufactured 
at  premises  outside  the  rural  district.  Enquiries  were  instituted 
in  those  areas  with  the  co-operation  of  the  public  health  department 
concerned,  and  steps  were  taken  in  an  endeavour  to  preclude  any  further 
recurrence. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  various  food  premises 
in  the  district  regularly  inspected  by  the  District  Public  Health 
Inspectors 


.  54 
.  10 
.  31 
.  11 
.  181 
.  24 
.  116 


Cafes  and  Works  Canteens 

Bakehouses 

Butchers  shops 

Fishmongers  shops 

Grocers  and  General  shops 

Greengrocers 

Licensed  premises 


SI aught erhous es 

Of  the  4  slaughterhouses  licensed  during  the  year,  3  were 
regularly  in  use,  the  remaining  one  being  unused.  There  was  an 
increase  in  the  amount  of  slaughtering  compared  to  the  previous 
3  years,  mainly  of  cattle  and  calves,  I  am  pleased  to  report  that 
the  decline  in  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  has  continued,  and, 
although  the  number  of  animals  killed  was  128  more  than  in  1959, 
the  amount  of  meat  condemned  fell  by  approximately  2  cwts.  Tho  amount 
of  meat  affected  with  Tuberculosis  also  fell,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  amount  condemned  for  this  disease  has  diminished 
from  3,996  lbs.  in  1956  to  34  lbs.  in  1960.  Careful  examination  was 
made  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  recommendation  but  no  evidence 
of  Cysticercus  Bovis  was  found. 
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On  the  10th  June  1960,  the  Council Ts  repprt  on  the  slaughterhouse 
facilities  of  the  district  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  In  accepting  the  report,  the 
Minister  appointed  1st  July  1963  as  the  date  by  which  all  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  area  must  comply  fully  with  the  Slaughterhouses (Hygiene) 
Regulations  1958  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations  1958.  This  means  that  by  that  date  all  existing 
slaughterhouses  must  comply  with  these  Regulations  or  must  close  down. 

The  Meat (Staining  and  Sterilising Regulations  1960,  which  came 
into  force  on  1st  November  1960,  require  all  butchers  meat  and 
imported  meat  which  is  unfit  for  human  consumption  to  be  sterilised, 
and  all  knackers  meat  to  be  stained  or  sterilised  before  entering 
the  chain  of  distribution.  Supplies  to  certain  premises,  such  as 
zoos,  processors  and  hospitals,  where  the  meat  is  required  for 
instructional  or  diagnostic  purposes,  etc.,  are  unaffected  by  the 
regulations  if  the  meat  is  transported  in  locked  containers  or  vehicles. 

The  100%  inspection  of  all  animals  killed  was  maintained  during 
the  year  under  review.  As  the  majority  of  the  slaughtering  takes 
place  at  the  week-ends  and  during  the  evenings,  245  hours  overtime  had 
to  be  worked  by  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors.  I  consider  that 
this  is  an  important  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  department,  and  this 
overtime  is,  in  my  opinion,  time  well  spent  in  safeguarding  the  district's 
food  supplies. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the 
amounts  condemned  during  the  year:- 


Cattle  ex 

Cows 

•Calves 

■  Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Cows 

Number  killed  ) 

Number  inspected) 

86 

348 

69 

197 

850 

1,550 

All  diseases  except  Tuberci 

ulosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  oondemnec 

i  7 

83 

1 

11 

10 

112 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

7° 

% 

7° 

% 

% 

% 

Tuberculosis 

8.14 

23.85 

1.44 

6.59 

1.18 

7.35 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

3 

3 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected  with 

o/ 

7° 

% 

Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

l 

.35 

.19 

Approximate  weight  condemned  -  12  cwts.  2  qrs .  2  lbs. 
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Milk  supplies 

On  1st  October  1960,  the  Milk(Special  De si gnat ion Regulations 
1960  came  into  force.  These  Regulations  which  consolidate  and  amend 
the  previous  Regulations  relating  to  Special  Designations  for  milk, 
transfer  the  enforcement  of  the  Regulations  and  issue  of  licences 
from  Local  Authorities  to  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities  from  the  1st 
January  1961.  I  should,  however,  point  out  that  some  measure  of 
supervision  of  the  milk  supplies  in  the  area  is  still  retained  as  the 
Rural  District  Council  are  still  responsible  for  the  registration  of 
dairies  (other  than  dairy  farms)  and  distributors  of  milk. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  of  all  premises  from  which  milk 
is  sold,  the  majority  of  the  distributors  being  shopkeepers  who  retail 
bottled  sterilised  milk,  and  conditions  generally  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

There  are  12  registered  dairies  and  60  distributors  in  the 
district,  a  decrease  of  7  distributors  over  the  previous  year. 

The  under -mentioned  licence^,  to  use  special  designations 
were  granted  during  the  year:- 


Tuberculin 

tested 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Dealers  1  licences 

16 

20 

54 

S  up  p  1  erne  nt  ary 
licences 

7 

9 

4 

Totals 

23 

_ i 

29 

58 

27  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year:-  5  Tuberculin  Tested, 
15  Pasteurised  and  7  Sterilised.  1  Tuberculin  Tested  and  2  Pasteurised 
samples  proving  unsatisfactory.  All  were  supplied  from  one  dairy  outside 
the  district.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Authority  in  whose  area 
the  dairy  was  situated  and  further  samples  proved  satisfactory.  With  the 
limited  number  of  suppliers,  it  was  considered  that  adequate  supervision 
was  maintained  without  unnecessary  duplication  of  samples. 
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Voluntary  surrender  of  foodstuffs 


The  following  quantity  of  foodstuffs  was  surrendered 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption:  - 


Article  Weight 


Tons 

Cwts . 

Qrs. 

Lbs  . 

Ozs . 

Tinned  Fruit 

19 

17 

1 

27 

lib 

Tinned  Meat 

- 

4 

3 

23 

15 

Fresh  Meat 

- 

18 

0 

6 

8 

Tinned  Vegetables 

- 

3 

2 

25 

4 

Tinned  Milk 

mm 

2 

1 

15 

10 

Tinned  Soup 

- 

- 

2 

13 

9| 

Cereals 

- 

- 

- 

10 

12 

Preserves 

- 

- 

- 

24 

7 

Bacon 

- 

8 

3 

11 

5 

Tinned  Fish 

- 

- 

1 

0 

11 

Fresh  Fish 

- 

- 

1 

14 

0 

21 

17 

0 

5 

13 

X  Including  meat  surrendered  at  private  slaughterhouses 
during  meat  inspection  immediately  after  slaughta: . 

These  unfit  foods  which  are  surrendered  are  disposed 
of  at  the  Council^  controlled  tips,  under  strict 
supervision. 
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Sampling  by  County  Sampling  Officers 


The  following  details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling 
Officers  within  this  Rural  District  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December  1960,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  have  been 
furnished  by  the  Chief  Inspector  (Mr.  S#  Shrugnell)  of  Weights  and 
Measures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council,  who  are  the 
responsible  authority  for  this  purpose  in  the  district. 


Article 

Almond  flavouring 

•  •  • 

No. 

1 

Article 

B/fd. 

•  •  • 

No 

38 

Apple  &  Raspberry  Jam 

•  •  • 

1 

Instant  Coffee 

•  •  • 

1 

Balsamic  cough  mixture 

t  •  • 

1 

Killgerm  Ointment 

•  •  • 

1 

Best  bitter  beer 

•  •  • 

2 

Lard 

•  •  • 

2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

•  •  t 

1 

Lemon  Crush 

•  •  • 

1 

Butter 

•  •  • 

1 

Malt  Vinegar 

•  •  • 

1 

Butter  Dundee 

•  •  • 

1 

Marzipan 

y  •  • 

1 

Cambridge  Steaks  in  Rich 

Gravy 

1 

Meat  Paste 

•  •  • 

2 

Cheese 

•  •  • 

5 

Meat  Pies 

•  •  • 

2 

Cheese  sandwich  biscuits 

•  •  • 

1 

Milk 

•  •  • 

45 

Chest  &  Lung  Mixture 

•  •  • 

1 

Mixed  Fruit 

•  •  • 

1 

Chocolate  Egg 

•  •  • 

1 

Oatmeal 

•  •  • 

1 

Chocolate  spread 

•  •  • 

1 

Orange 

•  •  • 

3 

Chocolate  sponge  pudding 

•  •  • 

1 

Orangillo 

•  •  • 

1 

Cold  capsules 

•  •  • 

1 

Oxtail  Soup 

•  •  • 

1' 

Coldrex 

•  •  • 

1 

Paradise  Fruits 

t  t  • 

1 

Cold  &  Influenza  Mixture 

•  •  • 

2 

Pepper 

•  •  • 

1 

Cough  &  Cold  Mixture 

•  •  • 

1 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

•  •  • 

1 

Cream 

•  •  • 

2 

Pork  Sausages 

•  •  • 

4 

Creme  Coffee  &  Brandy 

•  •  • 

1 

Red  Cherries 

•  •  • 

1 

Epsom  Salts 

•  •  • 

1 

Rum 

•  •  • 

2 

Evaporated  Milk 

•  •  • 

1 

Sardines  in  Olive  Oil 

•  •  • 

1 

Figs 

•  •  • 

1 

Sausage  Rolls 

•  •  • 

2 

Golden  Butter  Snap 

•  •  • 

1 

Scotch  Broth 

•  •  • 

1 

Grapefruit  Sections 

•  •  • 

1 

Strawberry  Preserve 

m  m  9 

1 

Ground  Almonds 

•  •  • 

1 

Syrup  Minadex 

•  •  • 

1 

Gin 

•  •  • 

3 

Tea 

•  •  • 

1 

Ice  Cream 

•  •  • 

2 

Whisky 

•  •  • 

3 

C/fd. 

38 

Total 

121 

Milks  . . 
Drugs 

Spirits  . . 
Others 


45 

11 

8 

57 

121 


All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following 


Sample  of 

Creme  Coffee 
and  Brandy 


Analysis 


Action  taken 


Contains  no  significant  amount  Makers  agreed  to  alter 
of  alcohol.  label  incorporating  the 

word  ’flavour ’ 


Marzipan. 


Meat  Pie, 


Oil  12.5$,  Protein  4. 8$, Almond  Under  investigation, 
content  21$.  No  standard  for 
marzipan  but  a  reasonable  minimum 
would  be  25$  Almond. 

Meat  17$.  (There  is  no  standard  Makers  agreed  to  increase 
but  20$  is  not  an  extravagant  meat  content, 
minimum). 
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Sample  of 


Analysis 


Action  taken 


Mixed  Fruit.  Clean  and  free  from  S02.  Currants  No  action.  Follow  up 

43.5^;  Sultanas  31.0^;  Raisins  14 samples  genuine. 

Peel  11.5/£,  Ingredients  in  wrong 
order  on  labels. 


Ice  Cream 


During  I960,  there  were  139  premises  within  the  district 
registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  In  every  case 
supplies  are  received  pre-packed  from  well-known  manufacturers, 
and  the  policy  adopted  in  previous  years  of  selective  sampling  to 
give  adequate  coverage  without  unnecessary  duplication  was  continued; 
a  total  of  18  samples  being  taken.  Details  of  the  results  of  these 
samples,  together  with  similar  results  for  the  previous  four  years 
are  given  in  the  following  table 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Premises  registered 

for  storage  and  sale 

86 

102 

114 

128 

139 

Grade  1 

31 

(si.  6$) 

35 

(68.1$) 

18 

(94.7$) 

ii 

(91.6$) 

14 

(77.8$) 

Grade  2 

7 

(18,4/S) 

12 

(27.6$) 

1 

1 

(  8.3$) 

3 

(16.7$) 

Grade  3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

(  5.5$) 

Grade  4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  samples 

38 

47 

19 

12 

18 

Frequent  routine  inspections  are  made  to  all  ice  cream  dealers  and 
the  standard  of  hygiene  is  generally  good  and  well  maintained. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  within  the  district. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


I  have  to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review  the  Rodent 
Control  service  continued  to  run  smoothly.  There  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  treatments  carried  out  during  the  year  but  these 
were  mostly  small  and  very  widespread  throughout  the  district.  It 
is  evident,  however,  that  the  public  are  now  taking  greater 
advantage  of  the  s  ervice  provided,  and  are  notifying  the  department 
of  infestations  in  their  early  stages  and  thus  preventing  a  build-up 
of  the  rodent  population. 

The  increase  in  infestations  was  most  noticeable  during  the 
second  half  of  the  year,  and  reflected  the  position  throughout  the 
entire  County. 

There  was  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  annual  contract 
agreements  in  relation  to  agricultural  and  other  business  premises, 
and  at  the  year’s  end  16  such  contracts  were  in  force,  bringing  in 
approximately  £180.  0.  Od  per  annum  towards  the  cost  of  running  the 
service.  These  contracts  proved  to  be  very  effective  and  helpful 
both  to  the  occupiers  of  the  premises  and  to  this  department.  I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  further  agreements  are  pending  and  I  think 
there  is  a  tendency  for  this  increase  to  continue i  There  were  no 
noteworthy  changes  in  methods  of  treatment  during  1960,  Warfarin 
baiting  being  used  predominently.  The  regular  treatment  of  sewers 
in  the  parishes  of  West  Mailing  and  Snodland  was  continued,  and  I  am 
again  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  an  improvement  in  the  general 
position.  It  is  now  possible  to  carry  out  these  frequent  treatments 
and  for  few  ’’takes”  to  be  obtained.  This  was  certainly  not  so  a 
few  years  ago,  and  indicates  that  the  treatments  undertaken  have 
reduced  considerably  the  rat  population  in  these  sewers. 

The  following  table  gives  numerical  details  of t he  work 
carried  out:- 
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Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 
hous  es 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

All  other 
(inc. Busi¬ 
ness 

premises ) 

Total 

Total  number  of 
Properties  in 

Local  AuthorityTs 
area 

20 

12,078 

460 

1,618 

14,176 

Number  of  Properties 
inspected  as  result 
of  notification 

- 

183 

6 

35 

224 

Number  of  Properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of  survey 
or  otherwise  X 

20 

48 

124 

8 

200 

Number  of  Properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be 
infested  by 

Rats 

7 

193 

7 

26 

233 

Mice 

23 

- 

14 

37 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 
(Completed  treatments 
only) 

7 

216 

7 

40 

270 

Total  treatments 
carried  out 
including 
re-treatments 

19 

273 

14 

60 

366 

Number  of  "Block 
Control"  treatments 
carried  out 

85  involving  253  properties 

X  Specific  rodent  control  visits.  Not  including  those  visits  where  the 
primary  reason  was  other  than  rodent  control. 
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PEST  CONTROL 


Work  under  this  service  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  your 
Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  H,  Jenner.  It  is  evident  that  this  service 
is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  public  and  is  now  becoming  very  much 
more  widely  known  throughout  the  district.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  table  set  out  below  that  there  has  been  an  overall  increase  in 
this  work  during  I960. 

The  treatment  of  wasps  nests  on  a  general  basis  was  commenced 
during  the  last  season,  and  a  total  of  approximately  187  wasps 
nests  were  disposed  of.  A  charge  is  not  made  for  a  nest  situated 
on  private  domestic  premises,  but  business  premises  are  treated 
subject  to  payment  for  the  actual  cost  of  the  work,  as  in  the 
Rodent  Control  service.  It  w  as  necessary  to  purchase  protective 
clothing  for  the  Rodent  Operator  in  order  that  he  might  carry  out 
this  work  without  danger  to  his  person. 

Infestations  of  pests  are  treated  by  various  methods  according 
to  the  pest  involved,  but: in  the  main,  D.D.T.,  lindane  and 
pybuthrin  are  the  insecticides  used  in  either  liquid,  powder  or 
smoke  generator  form. 


During  1960  the  following  infestations  were  treated: - 


Ants 

29, 

Beetles  9, 

Bees 

4,  Bed  bugs  8,  Cricketts  1, 

Fleas 

10, 

Flies  22, 

Wasps 

187(Approx. )  &  Cockroaches  8. 

With  regard  to  the  public  open  space  at  Holly  Hill,  which  is 
situated  in  the  parishes  of  Birling  and  Snodland,  regular 
inspections  have  continued  to  ensure  that  rabbits  do  not  regain  a 
foothold  in  the  woodland.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  carry  out 
any  actual  treatment  in  this  connection  during  the  year  under  review. 

A  number  of  complaints  have  been  received  from  an  adjoining 
farmer  with  regard  to  grey  squirrels,  but  although  a  small  number 
have  been  seen  at  infrequent  intervals,  treatment  has  so  far  not 
been  necessary. 

I  feel  that  this  question  of  squirrels  is  a  difficult  one*  as 
the  public  open  space  is  surrounded  both  by  woodland  and  arable  land, 
and  consequently  squirrels  which  are  present  on  adjacent  land,  find 
it  very  easy  to  gain  access  to  the  open  space.  The  matter  is  being 
kept  under  review. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  Cleansing  Department 
during  1960  has  been  supplied  by  the  Cleansing  Officer,  Mr,  A.J.  Weller 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  under-mentioned  points  stand  out 
as  worthy  of  special  mention, 

1.  A  weekly  refuse  collection  service  commenced  in  November  in  the  14 
parishes  previously  given  a  fortnightly  service.  This  means  that  the 
whole  of  the  rural  district  now  enjoys  a  weekly  collection.  To  achieve 
this  end  the  Council  purchased  2  new  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  25/30  cubic 
yard(fore  and  aft  tippers)  refuse  vehicles,  and  employed  the  additional 
labour  required.  A  new  precast  concrete  garage  to  house  these  machines 
was  erected  at  the  East  Mailing  Depot.  This  improvement  was  brought 
about  without  hitch  and  was  functioning  smoothly  at  the  yearTs  end.  In 
addition  491  houses  newly  erected  were  included  in  the  service  for  the 
first  time. 
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2.  The  Council  agreed,  to  increase  the  salvage  bonus  payable  to 
refuse  collectors  from  the  15 %  of  receipts,  as  hitherto,  to  50 %9 
and  also  agreed  to  grant  housing  accommodation  in  suitable  cases. 

These  two  incentives  have  done  much  to  assist  in  the  recruitment 

of  labour  for  the  cleansing  services.  The  effect  of  the  increased 
salvage  bonus  has  been  the  greatly  increased  amount  of  salvage 
collected,  and  has  led  to  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  overtime 
necessary  to  deal  with  it.  If  this  trend  continues  it  may  be 
necessary  to  recommend  the  purchase  of  an  additional  baling  machine. 

3,  A  five-day  working  week  was  introduced  for  the  men  in  September. 
The  services  were  re-arranged  so  that  this  change  could  be  incorporated 
into  the  scheme  of  things  as  smoothly  as  possible,  and  in  fact  passed 
off  without  a  hitch, 

4,  A  pilot  scheme  for  the  provision  of  litter  bins  was  introduced 
in  part  of  the  district,  regular  collection  being  undertaken  with  the 
existing  men.  It  is  proposed  to  extend  this  service  throughout  the 
district  during  the  forthcoming  year, 

5.  As  the  year  progressed,  the  effect  of  the  Aylesford  and  Ditton 
sewerage  scheme  was  felt  in  relation  to  cesspool  emptying  as  more  and 
more  houses  connected  to  the  new  sewers.  So  much  so  that  it  was 
possible  to  recommend  the  Council  to  agree  to  commence  in  1961  a  6 
v/eekly  emptying  service  in  the  14  parishes  now  receiving  a  3  monthly 
service.  This  will  probably  mean  bringing  the  spare  machine  into  use 
at  times  and  the  payment  of  a  certain  amount  of  overtime. 


Manpower 

The  establishment  of  manpower  engaged  in  the  cleansing  service 
is  50,  which  is  made  up  as  follows :- 

1  Foreman 

1  Chargehand  and  Motor  Mechanic 

1  Assistant  Motor  Mechanic 

2  Muledozer  drivers  on  refuse  disposal 

18  Men  on  cesspool  emptying  and  night  soil 
26  Men  on  refuse  collection 

1  (Yeoman)  on  salvage,  sorting  and  baling. 

This  establishment  was  increased  by  8  during  the  year  to  provide 
the  necessary  labour  to  initiate?  the  introduction  of  the  weekly  refuse 
collection  service  throughout  the  district,  and  also  to  take  care  of 
holidays  and  time  lost  through  sickness. 

During  the  year  370  days  were  lost  through  sickness,  107  days  were 
taken  without  permission  and  25  days  were  taken  with  official  permission, 
making  a  total  of  502  days  lost  in  all.  This  is  an  increase  of  114J- 
days  over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

Several  changes  in  manpower  occurred;  no  fewer  than  14  men 
leaving  and  22  men  being  newly  engaged.  This  change  of  personnel  is 
in  accordance  with  the  pattern  set  for  many  years  now  and  does  not  help 
in  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 
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The  operation  of  an  efficient  cleansing  service  presents  many 
problems,  but  the  root  of  most  of  these  is  the  availability  of  suitable 
manpower.  The  Council’s  decision  as  be fore -mentioned,  to  increase 
the  salvage  bonus  paid  to  refuse  collection  men  and  the  provision  of 
housing  accommodation  in  suitable  cases  has  helped  a  lot  in  bringing 
the  labour  force  up  to  strength  and  by  the  year’s  end  full  establishment 
had  more  or  less  been  reached. 

Refuse  Collection  and  disposal 

With  a  constantly  expanding  district  such  as  this,  it  is  inevitable 
that  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  must  increase,  and  this  year  such 
increase  was  1,145  tons.  Taking  into  consideration  the  increased  amount 
of  hardcore  carried  for  tip  roads,  increased  covering  for  the  tips, 
extra  salvage,  etc,,  the  total  increased  tonnage  for  the  year  was  no 
less  than  1,863  tons. 

Two  tips  were  in  use,  viz,,  that  at  Ham  Hill,  Birling,  and  the 
Borough  Green  tip,  A  Fords on  muledozer  is  used  at  Borough  Green, 
whilst  a  Bristol  Crawler  fully  tracked  vehicle  is  in  use  at  Birling, 

These  mechanical  aids  are  so  essential  in  carrying  out  the  work  of 
controlled  tipping,  particularly  the  spreading  and  consolidation  of  the 
refuse.  However,  during  1960,  despite  these  aids,  it  was  not  possible 
to  maintain  the  tips  as  well  as  I  would  wish  to  do,  because  of  the  very 
wet  slimmer.  In  fact,  at  one  time,  conditions  were  so  bad  that  it  was 
necessary  to  close  the  Borough  Green  tip  for  a  short  period.  The 
shortage  of  manpower,  particularly  during  the  summer  months,  meant  that 
not  sufficient  time  could  be  allocated  to  this  important  work. 

Both  tips  are  constantly  sprayed  to  prevent  fly  infestation  and 
regular  routine  visits  of  inspection  are  made  by  your  Rodent  Operator 
to  keep  them  free  of  rats. 

The  under -mentioned  table  sets  out  the  amounts  of  refuse  and  other 
materials  conveyed  by  your  machines  during  the  past  5  years 


Year 

Refuse 

Tons 

Hardcore  & 

C  overing 
Tons 

Drainage 

Tons 

Salvage 

Tons 

Mi  sc , 
Tons 

Total 

Tons 

1956 

9786 

1805 

428 

420 

127 

12566 

1957 

10628 

1735 

192 

473 

91 

13119 

1958 

10997 

1548 

246 

468 

186 

13445 

1959 

12066 

1571 

245 

179 

155 

14216 

1960 

13211 

2333 

209 

250 

76 

16079 
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Salvage 


The  total  receipts  from  the  sale  of  salvage  during  the  year  was 
£2,832.  9.  4d.  The  total  expenditure  under  this  heading  was 
£1,539.12.  4d,  giving  an  excess  of  income  over  expenditure  of 
£1,292.17.  Od.  This  proves  how  worthwhile  the  collection  of  salvage 
really  is.  The  increase  in  the  amount  of  bonus  payable  to  the  men 
to  which  I  have  drawn  attention,  in  itself,  is  a  big  factor  in 
recruiting  and  retaining  the  men  required  for  refuse  collection. 
Without  the  availability  of  monies  like  this  to  provide  the  incentive 
to  the  men,  the  labour  position  in  an  area  of  full  employment,  such 
as  ours,  could  became  impossible. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  salvage  recovered  and 
the  receipts  obtained  from  its  sale  over  the  past  five  years 


42 


■ .  '  ■  ... 

to  ■  ■  .  •- .  2t  . 

,jC  f  •  *:•'  •  l:  -c  *,  or.  vo*?  •  . 

•Jv  '£  C  J  +  •  -  I  .  :  ,;f 

'  -  *  •  '  •  .  ■•...•  v  .  •  :  yi 

•i  r  :  .  •.  ■  •  1  ;•  Xiu .  ...  .  •  .  ' 

%aasa  edit  o& 

.  •  •  '•  oo  •  - 


■  ••  > 


• 

T) 

O 

CM 

CO 

CO 

<4* 

© 

rH 

3 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 — 1 

CO 

o 

CO 

1 - 1 

LO 

CD 

erf 

rH 

rH 

rH 

*> 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

43 

CM 

c- 

CO 

CD 

CM 

t- 

CM 

rH 

rH 

CO 

iH 

CD 

CD 

00 

00 

n 

n 

n 

n 

n 

CM 

rH 

rH 

rH 

CM 

iH 

erf 

-P 

o 

E-i 

• 

O'1 

CO 

CO 

o 

co 

CM 

-p 

,3 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

hb 

o 

cd 

CM 

CM 

•H 

rH 

© 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

is 

Eh 

LO 

LO 

o 

CM 

CD 

IQ 

CM 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CM 

C0 

CM 

CM 

CO 

• 

Tj 

O 

O 

O 

O 

CO 

© 

3 

3 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o 

rH 

CO 

CO 

1 - 1 

o 

rH 

1 

CD 

erf 

1 — 1 

rH 

rH 

i — 1 

£j 

> 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

G$ 

43 

CO 

CO 

H 

i— i 

© 

o 

CO 

•H 

to 

• 

© 

o 

s, 

■p  = 

© 

•• 

•* 

•— 

EH 

• 

co 

© 

• 

• 

3 

CO 

1 

CO 

1 

i 

1 

rH 

erf 

• 

• 

-p 

> 

43 

CO 

-p 

1 — l 

1 — l 

• 

3 

a* 

rH 

O 

-p 

• 

• 

tO 

o 

t 

00 

1 

i 

1 

•H 

© 

• 

• 

EH 

CO 

• 

• 

CD 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

o 

-p 

© 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

CD 

3 

w 

CD 

rH 

00 

co 

CO 

n 

rH 

rH 

CO 

erf 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

bO 

> 

43 

CO 

c- 

IQ 

Crf 

rH 

CD 

rH 

CO 

CO 

prf 

CO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

CM 

* 

CO 

3 

• 

EH 

a1 

rH 

o 

o 

rH 

rH 

n 

-p 

i — i 

,3 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

erf 

to 

o 

CO 

o- 

rH 

CM 

CO 

-p 

•H 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

© 

© 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

fe 

EH 

CO 

o 

CO 

CO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

• 

•73 

rH 

LO 

o 

o 

rH 

© 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

3 

ca 

CO 

IQ 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

• 

(rf 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o 

t> 

43 

IQ 

co 

CO 

rH 

CO 

p> 

LO 

CM 

CD 

00 

CD 

© 

CD 

r- 

C" 

CO 

LO 

•* 

n 

n 

n 

p 

rH 

rH 

c — l 

rH 

CM 

© 

V-M 

ccJ 

a. 

© 

• 

-p 

ex1 

o 

CM 

o 

CM 

1 - 1 

CO 

•p 

erf 

,3 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

& 

to 

•H 

o 

CO 

00 

CO 

o 

rH 

00 

© 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

& 

EH 

CM 

o 

co 

o 

rH 

CM 

rH 

CM 

CO 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CO 

u 

erf 

© 


CO 

00 

CD 

o 

LO 

LO 

IQ 

LO 

CO 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

rH 

1 - 1 

rH 

rH 

1 - l 

43 


-rt 

• 

rn 

Cesspool  emptying 


8  cesspool  emptying  machines  operated  during  the  year  and 
this  service  was  carried  out  satisfactorily.  The  full  effect 
of  the  new  sewers  at  Aylesford  and  Ditton  was  felt  as  the  year 
progressed,  and  despite  the  fact  that  some  new  cesspools  were 
emptied  for  the  first  time,  a  total  of  661  loads  less  than  the 
previous  year  was  recorded.  It  has  for  long  been  considered 
that  all  parishes  in  the  rural  district  should  enjoy  the  same 
frequency  of  emptying  of  cesspools,  and  because  it  has  been 
possible  to  cope  with  all  requests  quite  adequately  during  the 
past  year,  it  was  felt  that  the  time  had  arrived  to  recommend 
the  Council  to  introduce  during  1961  a  scheme  whereby  the  14 
parishes  emptied  at  3  monthly  intervals  be  given  a  6  weekly 
service  as  in  the  other  10  parishes.  This  means  that  the  whole 
of  your  rural  district  will  then  receive  a  similar  service.  I 
anticipate  that  to  cope  v/ith  the  increased  work  thus  produced 
will  require  the  use  of  the  spare  machine  occasionally  and  the 
working  of  overtime  at  times. 

The  disposal  of  the  contents  of  cesspools  is  still  a  problem, 
and  the  long  distances  that  have  to  be  travelled  to  tipping 
points  inevitably  means  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  service. 

The  Council’s  proposals  to  include  tanks  for  the  treatment  of  this 
type  of  sewage  at  all  new  or  extended  sewage  works  will  help 
greatly  in  this  respect. 

The  work  of  cesspool  emptying  over  the  past  5  years  is  set 
out  in  tabulated  form  below: - 


LOADS  REMOVED 

Year 

Cesspools 

Flushing 

Sludge 

etc. 

Pails 

Total 

] 

1956 

1 

|  1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

15, 835 

16, 958 

17,665 

15,457 

14,796 

183 

255 

193 

78 

387 

451 

751 

277 

150 

(22,276  pails) 

157 

(23,484  n  ) 

156 

(21,402  n  ) 

140 

(19,276  ”  ) 

117 

(17,533  M  ) 

16,555 

17, 821 

18,765 

15,952 

14, 913 

I 
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Garages,  Vehicles  and  Maintenance 


The  Council’s  Depot  is  situated  at  Mill  Street,  East  Mailing, 
and  all  vehicles,  -with  the  exception  of  the  two  muledozers,  are 
housed  there. 

The  21  vehicles  at  the  Depot  are:- 

9  refuse  collection  vehicles,  (2  S.  &  D.,  2  Paxits,  3  barrier 

loaders,  2  side  loaders) 

9  cesspool  emptiers  (8  manned,  1  spare) 

1  two-ton  truck 

2  vans  (l  foreman,  1  rodent  control) 

2  muledozers. 


Two  new  refuse  collection  vehicles  were  purchased  during  the 
year,  viz.,  the  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  fore  and  aft  tippers.  These 
machines  have  so  far  proved  very  satisfactory  in  use. 

The  work  of  maintaining  all  the  vbhicles  was  carried  out  in  a 
most  efficient  manner  by  your  fitter  and  his  assistant,  and  the 
time  lost  through  mechanical  breakdown  has  been  kept  down  to  a 
minimum. 

Particular  attention  was  again  paid  to  tyres,  and  remoulding 
is  carried  out  to  every  tyre  so  long  as  the  cover  remains  good 
enough  to  warrant  such  treatment.  This  work  shows  a  big  saving 
in  the  cost  of  new  tyres  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table, 
which  sets  out  the  position  over  the  past  five  years 


Year 

No,  of  covers 

Cost  of  new 

Cost  of 

Saving 

X 

treated 

£^fsd. 

treatment 

£ .  s ,  d . 

£.  s. 

d. 

1956 

32 

607.11.  6 

284.  7.  0 

323.  4. 

6 

1957 

42 

840.  0.  6 

424.  0.  0 

416.  0. 

6 

1958 

28 

543.12.  6 

274.16.  6 

268.16. 

0 

1959 

24 

517.  5.  6 

268.14.  6 

248.11. 

0 

1960 

21 

451.11.  0 

229.19.  6 

221.11. 

6 

I 

5  A  "Commercial  Users"  discount  scheme  is  in  operation,  there  the  full 
saving  is  as  follows 


Full  retail 
s  aving 

Plus  "C.U." 
Discount 


1956 

£•  s ,  d. 

323.  4.  6 

24.  4.  9 


1957 

£.  s.  d. 

416.  0.  6 

31.16.  0 


1958 

£.  s.  d. 

268.16.  0 

20.12.  3 


1959 

£ .  s ,  d . 

248.11.  0 

20.  3.  1 


1960 

£ .  s .  d . 

221.11.  6 

11.  1.  7 


FULL  SAYING  £  347.  9.  3  447.16.  6  289.  8.  3  268.14.  1  233.13.  1 
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FACTORIES 


The?  following  tables  show  the  number  of  inspections  of 
Factories  carried  out  and  the  details  of  defects  found: - 

1.  Inspections 


Premises 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Owners 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1, 

2,  3, 4,  &  6  are 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

4 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

142 

239 

6 

- 

(iii)  Other 
premises  in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
j workers  premises) 

1 

5 

9 

- 

- 

Total 

149 

252 

6 

- 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Humber  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Humber  of  cases 
in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

prosecutions 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  HJ'A. 
Inspector 

U-L  OU.  Lft/U. 

Want  of 

cleanliness  (s,l) 

6 

6 

m , 

Overcrowding  (s,2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  (s,3) 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

Inadequate 
Ventilation  (s.4) 

1 

1 

_ 

- 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (s.6) 

mm 

S  anitary 

Conveniences (s .7) 

(a)  insufficient 

mm 

(b)  unsuitable 
or  defective 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
not  including 
offences 
relating  to 

Home  Work 

mm 

Totals 

8 

8 

- 

- 

Outworkers :  At  the  year’s  end  there  were  7  outworkers  in  the 

district,  employed  as  follows 


Wearing  apparel  2 
Curtains  &  Furniture  hangings  3 
Furniture  &  Upholstery  1 
Lampshades  1 

18  routine  visits  were  made  to  outworkers ’  premises 
during  1960,  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  each  case. 
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SMOKE  CONTROL 


The  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  continued  to  be 
implemented,  and  during  the  year  36  recorded  observations  of 
chimney-stacks  were  taken.  Two  contraventions  were  noted  from 
a  paper  mill.  Advice  was  given,  and  the  position  improved. 

The  mill  closed  down  before  any  further  action  was  necessary. 

Complaints  were  received  of  smoke  from  a  mobile  tar  macadam 
plant,  and  after  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  management 
alterations  were  effected  to  minimise  the  nuisance.  The  plant 
later  closed  down  temporarily  with  the  completion  of  road  works 
to  the  new  Maidstone  by-pass.  It  is  expected  that  the  plant 
will  operate  at  intermittent  periods  during  the  forthcoming  year, 
and  will  be  kept  under  review. 

During  the  year,  a  new  Byelaw  was  made  by  the  Council 
requiring  the  provision  in  new  houses  of  fireplaces  capable  of 
burning  smokeless  fuel.  It  was  not  considered  necessary  at 
present  to  make  any  smoke  control  areas  in  the  district. 


SHOPS  ADMINISTRATION 


The  administration  of  the  Shops  Act  continued  to  be  dealt 
with  as  in  previous  years  whilst  visiting  shops  for  other  duties. 

A  total  of  390  visits  were  made  in  this  connection. 

There  is  a  tendency  for  some  small  owner-occupied  shops  to 
remain  open  from  time  to  time  in  excess  of  the  permitted  hours, 
but  in  general,  the  majority  of  shops  closo  before  the  hours  set 
by  the  Act,  and  it  -was  not  neonssary  to  resort  to  legal  procoodings. 

Special  visits  are  made  to  shops  on  a  change  of  occupancy,  the 
terms  of  the  legislation  explained,  and  brochures  setting  out  the 
principal  provisions  of  the  Act  given  to  the  occupier. 

An  important  provision  of  the  Shops  Act  is  the  power  given  to 
control  the  hours  of  work  of  young  persons.  This  aspect  of  the 
legislation  is  checked  upon  during  the  routine  visits  and  no 
infrigements  were  noted  during  the  year  under  review. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 


Of  the  3  privately  owned  swimming  pools  in  the  district,  one 
on  the  A20  in  the  Wrotham  area  did  not  operate  during  the  year. 

The  other  two  pools  are  used  by  organised  parties  from  schools  in 
addition  to  the  general  public.  One,  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Boy  Scouts  Association,  and  situated  in  the  Blue  Bell  Hill  area, 
is  also  used  by  the  swimming  clubs  from  the  Medway  towns. 

Both  of  the  pools,  which  obtain  their  water  supplies  from  the 
Mid  Kent  Water  Company,  operate  on  a  continuous  filtration  and 
aeration  process.  The  Blue  Bell  Hill  pool  is  an  indoor  swimming 
bath  operating  all  the  year  round,  and  has  a  continuous  chlorination 
plant,  while  the  outdoor  pool  in  the  Addington  area  is  hand 
chlorinated  and  closes  down  for  the  winter  months. 

The  swimming  pools  are  under  constant  supervision  and  regular 
sampling  is  carried  out,  particular  attention  being  given  during 
the  Summer  season.  During  1960,  148  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  131  proving  satisfactory. 
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9  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  the  Blue  Bell 
Hill  pool.  As  a  result  of  action  taken,  a  new  chlorination 
plant  was  installed,  and  further  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

The  remaining  8  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  the 
Addington  pool.  Advice  was  given  on  the  chlorination  and  further 
samples  proved  consistently  good.  4  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  taken  at  the  end  of  the  season.  When  the  results 
were  known,  the  operator  closed  down  and  drained  the  pool  ready 
for  cleaning  out  and  refilling  with  fresh  water  for  the  1961  season. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  which  came 
into  force  on  29th  August  1960,  confers  on  Local  Authorities  new 
and  effective  powers  for  controlling  caravan  sites.  The  Minister 
makes  it  clear  that  these  powers  should  be  used  in  a  positive  way, 
i.e.,  not  to  object  to  sites  on  principle,  but  rather  to  ensure 
that  they  are  in  the  right  places  and  that  they  comply  with  a 
high  standard  of  amenity  and  convenience. 

Following  the  passing  of  this  Act,  a  survey  of  all  known 
caravan  sites  in  the  district  was  carried  out.  A  letter  and 
leaflet  explaining  the  principal  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  a  copy 
of  the  Ministry’s  SJodel  Standards  v/as  then  sent  to  all  site  operators. 
This  brought  forth  23  applications  for  site  licences  in  respect  of 
existing  sites,  only  4  of  which  had  planning  permission  of  more  than 
six  months  duration,  and  the  remaining  19  were  referred  to  the 
planning  authority  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Act.  3  of 
these  appliccvhions  wore  later  withdrawn,  the  site  owners  deciding 
to  closo  down  the  sites,  being  unable  to  comply  with  the  new 
standards  on  the  grounds  of  expense. 

As  there  was  a  delay  in  receiving  copies  of  the  Model  Standards 
and  the  views  of  the  County  Council  on  the  planning  aspect  had  not 
been  received,  it  was  decided  in  conjunction  with  the  site  operators 
to  defer  for  a  period  of  six  months  the  issuing  of  site  licences  to 
the  four  applicants  who  qualified  for  the  issue  of  same. 

Prior  to  the  Act  coming  into  force,  there  were  13  licensed 
sites  within  the  district  accommodating  55  moveable  dwellings,  49 
being  housed  on  7  sites,  including  10  caravans  on  one  site  in  the 
parish  of  Wrotham  which  is  licensed  for  the  Summer  months  only. 

The  remaining  6  sites  house  individual  caravans,  and  these  are 
chiefly  caretakers’  vans  at  works  and  other  premises. 

A  total  of  357  visits  were  made  under  this  heading  during  the 
year,  and  it  was  necessary  to  serve  2  statutory  notices  to  enforce 
removal  of  unlicensed  caravans. 

Unlicensed  sites  present  a  problem  from  time  to  time,  and  it 
is  essential  to  deal  with  them  in  the  early  stages  before  a  mushroom 
growth  has  made  the  position  difficult  to  control  or  remove.  The 
position  with  regard  to  gipsies  is  a  problem  requiring  serious 
consideration.  These  people  travel  from  farm  to  farm  from  spring 
to  late  autumn,  after  which  they  require  somewhere  to  stay  for  the 
winter . 
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Licensed  sites  within  the  district  are  such  that  the  operators 
would  not  wish  to  accommodate  these  gipsy  families.  Consequently 
these  nomadic  pooplo  are  forced  to  stop  in  roadside  verges  or  to 
trespass  on  private  property  usually  without  the  consent  or 
knowledge  of  the  owners.  Early  and  effective  action  in  conjunction 
with  the  police  has  prevented  this  position  from  deteriorating. 


NOISE 


The  Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  came  into  force  on  27th  Novembor 
1960,  and  is  an  Act  making  new  provisions  in  respect  of  the  control 
of  noise  and  vibration  with  a  view  to  their  abatement . 

Within  a  few  days  of  the  Act  coming  into  force,  3  complaints 
were  received  of  a  noise  emanating  from  a  brickworks  in  the  parish 
of  Ightham,  The  matter  was  investigated  and  the  excessive  noise 
was  found  to  be  caused  by  a  defective  bearing  on  part  of  the 
machinery.  This  bearing  was  renewed  forthwith  and  the  nuisance 
abated. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS, 


During  the  year  11,152  inspections  were  carried  out  in  connection 
■with  work  of  the  department,  comprised  as  follows 

Food  Premises 


Number  of 

ti  tt 

ft  tt 

tt  tt 

ti  tt 

11  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  It 

tt  It 

It  It 

tt  tt 

It  11 

It  tt 


tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  ft 

ft  tt 

tt  tt 


visits  to  Sweets  &  Tobacco  shops 
”  ”  Bakehouses 

”  ”  Butchers  shops 

”  ”  Grocers  shops 

n  M  Greengrocers 

”  ”  General 

”  ”  Confectioners 

w  M  Fishmongers  shops 

"  "  Cafes 

"  n  Works  canteens 

”  "  Public  Houses 

”  ”  Slaughterhouses 

”  M  Meat  Inspection 

M  "  Piggeries 

”  n  Milk  Supplies 

”  ”  Ice  Cream  &  Ham  (Sect.  16) 

"  "  Food  Condemnation 

"  M  Food  Factories 

M  ”  Slaughtermen’s  Licences 

”  ”  Dairies 

M  n  Mobile  Food  Shops 


Environmental  Hygiene  and  Miscellaneous 


Number  of  visits 

tt  it  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt 
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to  Factories 
n  Outworkers 
u  Aged  Pers  ons 
”  Dirty  Premises 

”  Premises  re  rat  and/or  mice  infestation 
(including  3376  by  Rodent  Operator 
M  Premises  re  pest  and/or  vermin 
(other  than  rats  or  mice) 
n  Premises  re  notifiable  and  infectious 
diseases 

Inspection  re  refuse  accumulation 
and/or  manure  heaps 

Visits  carried  out  under  Housing  and/or 
Public  Health  Acts 

Housing  Inspection  in  connection  with 
rehousing 

Visits  re  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
Visits  cesspools,  septic  tanks,  drains  etc. 
Visits  Rivers,  streams,  ditches  etc. 

”  Swimming  Pools 
re  Drinking  Water 
”  Public  assembly 
M  Hop  Pickers  Camps 
M  Moveable  Dwellings 
re  Petroleum 
Flooding 
Land  Charges 
Civil  Defence 

Domestic  Animals  (Nuisance) 

Rent  Acts 
Refuse  Disposal 
Miscellaneous 
Smoke 

Shops  Acts 
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49 

42 

166 

345 

55 

135 

31 

45 

180 

35 

165 

52 

320 

11 

71 

174 

143 

52 

10 

24 

6 


252 

18 

20 

1 

3900 

374 

156 

35 

1343 

43 

44 
324 

41 

70 

150 

20 

76 

357 

304 

125 

108 

2 

15 
124 

16 
268 
132 
390 
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Number  of  visits  to  Waste  Food  boiling  plants  ...  49 

ft  n  tt  »»  Agricultural  (S.H.  &  W.P.  )&ct.  1956  ...  124 

"  n  ”  n  Refuse  Collection  ...  90 

,f  ”  M  "  Public  Conveniences  ...  1 

"  ”  ”  ”  Hairdressers  ...  2 

”  n  ”  M  Offensive  smells  ...  1 

”  "  ”  ,f  Noise  nuisances  ...  9 

”  ”  n  ”  Cesspool  emptying  ...  29 

"  M  ”  n  Holly  Hill  ...  24 

”  ,f  11  ”  Riding  establishments  ...  4 


In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  record  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  Council  for  their  continued  support  and  interest  during  the  year, 
and  to  the  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  C.  COLDRICK 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Parish 

Number  of  Houses 
according  to 
Valuation  List  as 
at  31.12.60 

Area 
(Acres ) 

Population 

(Estimated) 

Addington 

201 

1,119 

525 

Aylesford 

1,596 

4,013 

4,682 

Birling 

421 

1,801 

826 

Borough  Green 

829 

480 

1,770 

Burham 

508 

1,632 

1,871 

Ditton 

605 

1,066 

1,800 

Ightham 

533 

2,278 

1,495 

Leybourne 

185 

755 

1,734 

East  Mailing 

1,453 

2,787 

3,439 

West  Mailing 

707 

1,  379 

3,534 

Mereworth 

217 

2,  556 

1,019 

Offham 

229 

1,479 

712 

East  Peckham 

678 

3,337 

1,953 

West  Peckham 

102 

1,582 

380 

Platt 

380 

1,827 

1,119 

Plaxtol 

340 

2,  406 

1,045 

Ryarsh 

248 

1,375 

775 

Shipboume 

155 

2,007 

467 

S nodi and 

1,284 

1,958 

4,  340 

Stansted 

165 

1,  974 

567 

Trottiscliffe 

154 

1,155 

411 

Wateringbury 

368 

1,377 

1,186 

Wouldham 

264 

1,  855 

923 

Wroth am 

456 

3,457 

1,687 

TOTALS:  12,078 

45, 655 

38,260 

Summary 

Area  of  district  (in  acres) 

•  • 

45, 655 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Mid  Year  Home  Population 
Average  density  of  persons  per  acre 
No. of  inhabited  dwellings (31, 12. 60 )according  to  Valuation  List  . 
Average  density  of  dwellings 

Average  number  of  persons  per  dwelling  inhabited 
Rateable  Value  (as  at  31. 12.60) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1960-61) 


•  • 

•  • 


38,  260 
.838 
12,078 
1  per  3,780  acres 
..  3,168 

£629,799 
..  £2,520 
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Milk  Supplies  33 
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National  Assistance  Acts  14 
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Pest  Control  39 
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Public  Cleansing  39 

Public  Health  Committee  1 

Public  Health  Officers  1 
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Smallpox  Vaccination  12 

Smoke  Control  48 
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